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Thank you to the provincial staff for attending our Spring Workshop March 30, 2023. Feedback from our
discussions there are included in this document. The WSABC submitted written feedback during the
consultation in Spring 2022. This document reiterates parts of that to highlight specific points that were
not specifically addressed in the Intentions Paper.

This document is structured as follows:
Provincial intentions
e WSABC previous feedback summary.
WSABC additional feedback
Policy Intention 1: Enable new approaches to watershed governance.

e Desire for enhanced Provincial leadership in source water protection.
e  Furthering of basin-wide inclusive governance approaches.

Establish and resource a central coordinating body within each watershed that includes decision makers
like local government, the Province, First Nations, industry, etc. Create a custom stakeholder group for
each watershed to make sure it is the appropriate scale. It needs delegated authority from the Province
and First Nations. Although local taxation can work to support local initiatives, we do not support the
wholesale devolution of provincial authority without direct financial support.

Policy Intention 2: Pursue legislative change, policy development and alignment of laws and policy to
be consistent with the UN Declaration.

e C(Clearly defined consultation processes with First Nations.

Water suppliers want a clearly defined process for consultation with First Nations tailored to their
operating area. Recognizing that capacity limitations within First Nation’s administration does not
always permit effective consultation, we recommend the Province to allocate funds to First Nations for
capacity building. Until this is defined, it would be helpful if the Province would communicate their
discussions and progress with First Nations in moving towards a common approach to managing water
and integrating Traditional Ecological Knowledge into watershed management. It would help to guide
water utilities towards making incremental changes to their operations in line with those discussions.

Policy Intention 3: Build a strong foundation of watershed science and knowledge that is accessible for
use by Indigenous Peoples, local governments and communities.

o Needs for improvements to data collection, analysis, and sharing.
e Measure and use cumulative effects metrics.



Set standard datum to collect across the province to allow for trending and understanding of changes
over decades. Provide a technical resource with the human resources and funding to help non western
science trained stakeholders to understand water monitoring and to undertake community-based
monitoring projects. Make sure the data is available open source including climate modelling with an
accessible interface.

Policy Intention 4: Apply holistic approaches to watershed management and ecosystem protection.

e Desire for mandated source water assessments and implementation plans with a focus on
cumulative effects.
e Need forincreased protection mechanisms for aquatic ecosystems.

Utilize Water Use Plans and Source Water Protection Plans as tools for watershed management. Include
TEK and a cumulative effects framework.

Policy Intention 5: Balance water supply and demand (quality and quantity) at the watershed scale to
address the needs of people, the environment and the economy.

e Caution against universal conservation through metering and pricing.
e Concern about decreasing water quality and quantity impacting water supply.

Specifically encourage an ethic of water as a right and responsibility instead of a commodity.

e Watershed security means the watershed has sufficient natural ability to withstand natural
disturbances such as flood, drought or fire, and the impacts of anthropogenic land-use activities.

e Natural features maintain water quality and anthropogenic activities do not negatively impact
water quality.

Reconcile the conflict between surface water licences without storage and environmental flow needs.
Given that the Province has recognized that EFNs should be first in time first in right, they should support
small water users to collaborate to develop joint storage solutions at scale with their watershed that
ease the stress of direct surface water withdrawals during droughts. Include EFNs in storage calculations
during the design phase.

Thank you for considering our feedback on the Intentions Paper. We hope that it is constructively used in
policy development and the eventual implementation of the Watershed Security Strategy.
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